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Abstract

Religious seminaries in Pakistan have played a
remarkable role in shaping the country’s state, society, and
intellectual landscape. After the establishment of Pakistan,
various sects established distinct educational and examination
boards for their seminaries, including the prominent Wifaq al-
Madaris al-Arabia Pakistan (Deobandi), Wifaq al-Madaris al-
Shia Pakistan, Wifag al-Madaris al-Salafiya Pakistan (Ahl-i
Hadith), and Rabita al-Madaris al-Islamia (Jamaat-e-Islami).
These institutions have preserved the classical Dars-i Nizami
tradition while incorporating contemporary requirements to
some extent, striving to create a unique integration of religious
and worldly knowledge. This paper presents a comparative and
analytical study of the establishment, evolution, organizational
background, objectives, and core curricular subjects of these
boards.The study concludes that, although there are clear
differences among the four boards in terms of intellectual
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orientation, jurisprudential and theological frameworks, and
curricular priorities, they all share a foundational emphasis on
the Quran, Hadith, Figh and Usul, Arabic language, and Islamic
history. Furthermore, the paper underscores the need for
curricular reform, inter-sect scholarly dialogue, and the
integration of contemporary social sciences in light of both
national and global challenges.
KeyWords: Religious Seminaries, Examination Boards, Wifaq al-Madaris,
Curriculum, Dars-i Nizami, Comparative Study, Pakistan.
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